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DEPARTMENT FOR CURRICULUM, 

LIFELONG LEARNING AND EMPLOYABILITY 

Directorate for Learning and Assessment Programmes  

Educational Assessment Unit  
 

Annual Examinations for Secondary Schools 2020 
 

YEAR 11                            ENGLISH LITERATURE                     TIME: 2 hours  
 

Name: _____________________________________ Class: _______________ 

 

Choose ONE question from EACH SECTION.   

 
SECTION A – DRAMA                                                                          (25 MARKS) 

Choose the Drama Text you have covered at school and then choose ONE 
question from 1, 2 or 3.  

 
A VIEW FROM THE BRIDGE (Arthur Miller) 
 

1.  A View from the Bridge brings out the way individuals clash when they belong to 

different cultures and different age groups. Discuss.  
 

2. “Love—of one kind or another—is the main motivator of Miller’s characters in this 
play, and drives the major events of its plot.” Discuss this statement with 
reference to A View from the Bridge.  

 
3.  Alfieri plays a dual role in the play – that of narrator and character. Discuss.  

 
 
THE PLAY OF KES (B. Hines & A. Stronach) and DEAR NOBODY (B. Doherty) 
 

1. What is the importance of Kes in The Play of Kes? 
                                         
2. Describe the attitude of THREE characters towards Nobody. Show whether their 

attitude changes by the end of the play. 
 

3. Dear Nobody and The Play of Kes are works of fiction but they describe situations 
that are very real. Discuss.  

                                                    

 
THE PLAY OF KES (B. Hines & A. Stronach) and FAST (D. Grant) 
 

1. What is the importance of Kes in The Play of Kes? 
                                                    

2. What role does the media play in Fast? 
                                                     
3. Dear Nobody and Fast are works of fiction but they describe situations that are 

very real. Discuss.  
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MACBETH (William Shakespeare) 

1.   Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.  
 

BANQUO 
 

Thou hast it now, King, Cawdor, Glamis, all, 
As the weird women promised; and, I fear, 

Thou playedst most foully for 't; yet it was said, 
It should not stand in thy posterity; 

But that myself should be the root and father 
Of many kings. If there come truth from them 

(As upon thee, Macbeth, their speeches shine), 
Why, by the verities on thee made good, 
May they not be my oracles as well, 

And set me up in hope? But hush; no more. 
 

 
 

 
 

5 
 

 
 
 

10 

 Sennet sounded. Enter MACBETH, as King, LADY 
MACBETH, as Queen, LENNOX, ROSS, Lords, Ladies, 

and Attendants 
 

 

MACBETH  
 

Here's our chief guest. 
 

 
 

LADY MACBETH  

 

If he had been forgotten, 

It had been as a gap in our great feast, 
And all-thing unbecoming. 
 

 

 
 
 

MACBETH  

 

To-night we hold a solemn supper, Sir, 

And I'll request your presence. 
 

15 

 

BANQUO  

 

Let your highness 

Command upon me, to the which my duties 
Are with a most indissoluble tie 

For ever knit. 
 

 

 
 

20 

MACBETH  
 

Ride you this afternoon? 
 

 
 

BANQUO Ay, my good lord. 
 

 

MACBETH We should have else desired your good advice 
(Which still hath been both grave and prosperous) 

In this day's council; but we'll take tomorrow. 
Is 't far you ride? 

 
 

25 

 

a.   Who are the ‘weird women’ (line 2) and what did they promise Macbeth and 

Banquo?                                                                                       (3 marks) 
b.   With close reference to the extract above, describe Macbeth’s and Lady 

Macbeth’s attitude towards Banquo. Give reasons for their attitude.  (6 marks) 
c.   Macbeth mentions a ‘solemn supper’ (line 15). What happens during that 

feast?                                                                                          (4 marks) 

d.   With close reference to the extract above, bring out Banquo’s character and 
state of mind.                                                                               (8 marks) 

e.   By referring to lines 23 – 26, bring out Macbeth’s reasons for asking where 
Banquo was going.                                                                        (4 marks) 

 

2. By close reference to Lady Macbeth’s speeches and actions, show the extent – and 
the limitations – of her influence on her husband. 

 
3. By comparing Duncan, Malcolm and Macbeth show how Shakespeare contrasts 

tyranny to kingship in Macbeth. 
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THE MERCHANT OF VENICE (William Shakespeare) 

 
1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow. 

  
PORTIA 

 

Upon the rack, Bassanio! then confess 

What treason there is mingled with your love. 
 

 

BASSANIO 

 

None but that ugly treason of mistrust, 

Which makes me fear th’ enjoying of my love: 
There may as well be amity and life 

'Tween snow and fire, as treason and my love. 
 

 

 
5 

PORTIA 

 

Ay, but I fear you speak upon the rack, 

Where men enforced do speak anything. 
 

 

BASSANIO 
 

Promise me life, and I'll confess the truth. 
 

 

PORTIA 

 

Well then, confess and live. 

 

10 

BASSANIO 

 

                             'Confess' and 'love' 

Had been the very sum of my confession. 
O happy torment, when my torturer 
Doth teach me answers for deliverance! 

But let me to my fortune and the caskets. 
 

 

 
 
 

15 

PORTIA 
 

Away, then! I am locked in one of them; 
If you do love me, you will find me out. 
Nerissa and the rest, stand all aloof! 

Let music sound while he doth make his choice; 
Then if he lose he makes a swan-like end, 

Fading in music. That the comparison 
May stand more proper, my eye shall be the stream 
And wat’ry death-bed for him.  

 

 
 
 

 
20 

a. Explain the following lines and state what tone of voice Portia would use to 

say these lines.                                                                         (4 marks)   
 “Upon the rack, Bassanio! then confess 

 What treason there is mingled with your love.” (lines 1 – 2) 
b. With close reference to the extract above, state what Bassanio is feeling. In 

your answer you are expected to mention TWO feelings.              (4 marks) 

c. “But let me to my fortune and the caskets.” (line 15) Describe the caskets 
and what they contain.                                                              (6 marks) 

d. What does the extract reveal about Portia’s character and feelings for 
Bassanio?                                                                                 (8 marks)  

e. What does Portia mean when she says Bassanio will make “a swan-like end” 

(line 20)?                                                                                 (3 marks)  
 

2. Many people sympathise with Shylock even though his actions are deplorable. 
Discuss. 

 

3. The Merchant of Venice is a play that represents both radiant love and bitter 
hate. Discuss.  
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TWELFTH NIGHT (William Shakespeare) 

 
1. Read the passage below and answer the questions that follow.  

 
OLIVIA 

 

O, by your leave, I pray you. 

I bade you never speak again of him. 
But would you undertake another suit, 
I had rather hear you to solicit that 

Than music from the spheres. 
 

 

 
 
 

5 

VIOLA 
 

Dear lady –   
 

OLIVIA 

 

Give me leave, beseech you. I did send, 

After the last enchantment you did here, 
A ring in chase of you. So did I abuse 

Myself, my servant and, I fear me, you. 
Under your hard construction must I sit, 
To force that on you in a shameful cunning 

Which you knew none of yours. What might you think? 
Have you not set mine honour at the stake 

And baited it with all th’ unmuzzled thoughts 
That tyrannous heart can think? To one of your receiving 
Enough is shown; a cypress, not a bosom, 

Hides my heart. So, let me hear you speak. 
 

 

 
 

10 
 
 

 
 

15 
 
 

 
 

VIOLA 
 

I pity you. 
 

 

OLIVIA 

 

                  That's a degree to love. 

 

20 

VIOLA 

 

No, not a grize; for 'tis a vulgar proof 

That very oft we pity enemies. 
 

 

 

OLIVIA 

 

Why, then, methinks 'tis time to smile again. 

O world, how apt the poor are to be proud! 
If one should be a prey, how much the better 

To fall before the lion than the wolf! 
 

 

 
25 

a. “I bade you never speak again of him” (line 2). Who is the person Olivia 
mentions and what does he want Viola to do?                              (4 marks) 

b. “music from the spheres” (line 5). Explain this reference.             (3 marks) 

c. Olivia mentions a ring (line 9). Describe what she has done.         (4 marks) 
d. With close reference to the extract above, bring out TWO aspects of Olivia’s 

state of mind.                                                                           (6 marks) 
e. What secret is Viola keeping from Olivia? By referring to other parts of the 

play, show how this secret creates comedy and misunderstanding in the 

play.                                                                                        (8 marks) 
 

2. How is romantic love depicted in Twelfth Night? 

  
3. “Feste often seems the wisest character in the play.” Discuss the role Feste plays 

and compare his ‘wisdom’ to TWO other comic characters in the play.  
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SECTION B – POETRY                                                                        (25 MARKS) 

 
Choose ONE question from this section. You can, if you wish, refer to diction, 

imagery, form, tone and theme.  
 

1. By referring to imagery and diction, show how the poets powerfully describe the 
setting in Sea Fever and Wind.  

 

2. Discuss how the fear of time passing and being forgotten is explored in 
Ozymandias and Sonnet LX. 

 
3. The Lesson and The Discovery both show situations where people need to face 

important changes in their lives. Show how the poets explore these new 

situations. 
 

SECTION C – PROSE                                                                           (25 MARKS) 
 
Choose the Prose Text you have covered at school and then choose ONE 

question from either 1 or 2. 
 

THE GREAT AUTOMATIC GRAMMATIZATOR AND OTHER STORIES 
 
1. By referring to TWO stories, show how the stories’ unexpected endings make 

them interesting.  
 

2. Discuss the relationship between men and women as brought out in "Mrs Bixby 
and the Colonel's Coat" and "The Way Up to Heaven."  

 

ANIMAL FARM 
 

1. By referring to the characters and situations in Animal Farm, show how loyalty, 
honesty and hard work are exploited by leaders.  

 

2. How do Old Major, Napoleon and Squealer help the pigs gain control over the 
other animals in Animal Farm?   

 
PRIVATE PEACEFUL 

 
1. “I must survive. I have promises to keep.” Show how Tommo's deep love and 

loyalty to his brother is brought out in Private Peaceful. 

 
2. “A constant theme throughout the book is blame: both self-blame and blame 

from others.” Discuss this statement by referring to episodes and characters in 
Private Peaceful.   

THE BOY IN THE STRIPED PYJAMAS 

 
1. By referring to specific events in The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas show why it is 

important not to pass judgments based on appearances. 
 
2. Compare and contrast Bruno’s relationship with his father and with Shmuel. 
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FRANKENSTEIN 

 
1. The pursuit of knowledge is at the heart of Frankenstein. Discuss. 

 
2. In what ways are Victor and the monster similar and different? 

 
THE OTHER SIDE OF TRUTH  
 

1. Sade watches her mother die. Show how Sade changes as a result of her 
experiences.  

 
2. In London, Sade and Femi face bullying and bureaucracy. Discuss. 
 

 
 

SECTION D – UNPREPARED TEXT                                                      (25 MARKS)  
Answer ALL the questions in this section.  
 

       War Photographer  
 

 
 

 
 
5 

 
 

 
 
 

10 
 

 
 

 
 
15 

 
 

 
 
 

20 
 

 
 
 

 
25 

The reassurance of the frame is flexible 
- you can think that just outside it 

people eat, sleep, love normally 
while I seek out the tragic, the absurd, 
to make a subject. 

Or if the picture's such as lifts the heart 
the firmness of the edges can convince you 

this is how things are 
 
- as when at Ascot¹ once 

I took a pair of peach, sun-gilded girls 
rolling, silk crumpled, on the grass 

in champagne giggles 
 

- as last week, when I followed a small girl 
staggering down some devastated street, 
hip thrust out under a baby's weight. 

she saw me seeing her; my finger pressed. 
 

At the corner, the first bomb of the morning 
shattered the stones. 
Instinct prevailing, she dropped her burden 

and, mouth too small for her dark scream, 
began to run... 

 
The picture showed the little mother 
the almost-smile. Their caption read 

'Even in hell the human spirit 
triumphs over all.' 

But hell like heaven, is untidy, 
its boundaries 
arbitrary as a blood stain on a wall. 

                                       Carole Satyamurti 
 

 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
¹Ascot = is a village 

in England renowned 
for its annual horse 

races. These races 
are associated with 

fashionable, elegantly 
dressed people and 
wealth. 
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1. Tick () the correct answer.                                                             (3 marks) 

a. The poem is written in 

 i. first person narrative. 

 ii. second person narrative. 

 iii. third person narrative. 

 

b. The poem is  

 i. a sonnet. 

 ii. written in free verse. 

 iii. written in blank verse. 

 
c. The poem  

 i. is about the beauty of photography. 

 ii. compares poverty to photography. 

 iii. shows the effect of war on the people of the country. 

 iv. shows the effect of war on people and the photographer. 

 

2. According to stanza 1 (lines 1 – 8), how is a person who views a photo different 
from the photographer?                                                                    (2 marks) 

 

 ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

3. a.    What is a disadvantage of looking at a photo that “lifts the heart” (line 6)?  
                                                                                                              (2 marks) 
         

 ________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

b.  Quote a word from stanza 1 that shows that the photographer does not 

 agree with the viewers’ belief.                                                      (1 mark) 
   

 ________________________________________________________________ 

 

4.    Find two examples of alliteration from lines 1 – 12.                               (1 mark) 
 

 a.______________________________  b.______________________________ 

 

5    By comparing stanza 2 (lines 9 – 12) with stanzas 3 – 4 (lines 13 – 21), what 
contrast is created?                                                                          (2 marks) 

 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

 

6.    What do the words “the first bomb of the morning” (line 17) suggest?    (1 mark) 
        

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 
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7.   By referring to stanzas 3 – 4 (lines 13 – 21) list four ways by which the poet 

brings out the horrors of war.                                                            (2 marks) 
 

a. ____________________________________________________________ 

b. ____________________________________________________________ 

c. ____________________________________________________________ 

d. ____________________________________________________________ 

 

8.    Who is “the little mother” (line 22) referring to?                                    (1 mark) 
       

 ________________________________________________________________ 

                                                          
9.   Identify the figure of speech found in each of the following phrases and explain 

each phrase.                                                                                    (2 marks) 

a) “sun-gilded” (line 10) 

Figure of speech: ______________________________________________ 

Explanation:__________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  

  

b) “hell like heaven, is untidy” (line 26) 

 Figure of speech: ______________________________________________ 

 Explanation:__________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________  

 

10.  The photographer took the picture of the little girl before the bomb exploded. By 
referring to the last stanza, quote two phrases that bring out the idea that 
photos do not show us a complete picture of life or a situation.             (2 marks) 

 

a._____________________________     b.______________________________ 

 
11. a.  What figure of speech is found in the last two lines of the poem?    (1 mark) 

     

________________________________________________________________ 
 

b.  What do you think the poet is trying to say in the last two lines of the 
poem?                                                                                    (2 marks)                                                                                                                                                                   

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

                                                                                                          
12.  By referring to the whole poem, bring out the message of the poem.    (3 marks)                                                                                                                                                     

      

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________ 

________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________                  

 


